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Background
The following is an undated reminiscent account by Jacob Allender, a member of 
the Cadiz, Ohio group that included James Shimer and Colonel John Conwell. 
The group left Cadiz, Ohio on March 20, 1849 for the California gold fields.

Jacob Allender, “Adventures and Experiences of a Forty-Niner”
In the year 1848, I was living in Cadiz, the county seat of Harrison County, 
Ohio, when the news came that gold had been discovered in California. The 
excitement was high; and nearly everybody was going to dig it out by the ton. 
People of all trades sat nearly every night and consulted, planned, and signed 
agreements to go in the following spring.  Only 13 came forward and signed, out 
of more than 50 who talked the loudest at first.

Then we appointed a committee to go West and purchase mules. After their 
return with the mules, all but two were unbroken, never having been haltered. 
We then had a lively time breaking mules and getting firearms and knives with 
which to kill Indians.

 (continued on next page)

Vocabulary
Trades: occupations / types of work
Breaking: training and taming an animal so that it can be ridden or do work
Ferry: a boat used to take people, wagons, and goods across a river or lake
Big Muddy: the Missouri River
Habitation / Habitat: a place where people or animals live
Forded: crossed
Lashed: tied 
Play: use
Profited largely thereby: made a much better difference because of it 

Source: Ropes/Kolstad family papers and the Nebraska State Historical Society, 
RG1134.AM:  Jacob Allender
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